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XovcinIxT,    JUI  I. 


A    PECULIAR    PEOPLE 


GERRIT  DE   JONG 


THE  iiK'Uib.ors  of  tlie  Churcli  oi  Jesus 
Christ  of  Jjatfer-duy  Saints,  or  tliu 
Mormons  as  they  are  generally  called,  in 
the  past  have  been  and  are  now  frequentK 
designated  a  peculiar  people.  \Vhy?  What 
constitutes  the  peculiarity  of  the  Mormon 
people?  What  dist.'nguishes  them  from 
numerous  other  good  Christians,  who  ma} 
or  may  not  be  formally  affiliated  with  a 
cliurch  urgmiization '.' 

Is  it  because  they  believe  that  tobacco 
is  not  good  for  the  human  body?  Is  it 
because  they  have  pointed  out  the  detri- 
mental effects  produced  by  alcoholic 
liquors  ?  Is  it  because  they  believe  that 
the  Sabbath  should  be  kept  holy  ?  Is  it 
because  they  believe  that  ten  per  cent  of 
one's  mcome  should  be  paid  as  tithing  to 
the  Church? 

Or  is  it  because  in  peace  times  the  Church 
usually  keeps  approxiiTiately  two  thousand 
missionaries  among  the  different  nations  of 
the  earth  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ?  Could  it  be  because  these  mission- 
aries defray  their  own  expenses  while  away 
from  their  homes  doing  the  work  of  the 
Master?  Or  could  it  be  because  the  Mor- 
mons believe  that  they  should  seek  out  the 
records  of  their  forefathers  to  enable  them 
to  perform  certain  ceremonies  in  behalf  of 
their  ancestors  in  holy  places  called  tem- 
ples? Is  it  because  some  or  all  of  their 
particular  beliefs  or  tenets  are  not  shared 
by  members  of  other  denominations  ?  Are 
the  Mormons  a  peculiar  people  merely  be- 
cause they  believe  any  of  these  things? 

No,  they  could  not  be  considered  a 
peculiar  people  simply  because  they  believe 
certain  tenets  for  reflections  of  similar  be- 
liefs and  tenets  can  be  readily  found  in  part 
at  least,  in  many  other  religious  groups. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Mormons  are  a 
peculiar  people  because  they  believe  to  the 
extent  that  they  do  them.  Not  because 
they  have  ideals,  admittedly  high  ideals, 
but  because  they  make  their  ideals  part  of 
-  their  lives.  Not  because  they  have  beliefs, 
but  because  they  are  determined  to  live 
their  beliefs.         _  . 


No  Latter-day  Saint  ever  made  him.self 
conspicuous  or  [teculiar  by  believing,  or 
even  by  aimouncing  that  he  knew  that 
t(jbacco  does  harm  to  the  human  body. 
The  xMormons  are  not  the  only  people  who 
know  this.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  in  this  enlightened 
age  to  find  any  thinking  person  who  did  not 
know  of  the  harmful  effects  of  tobacco. 
What  distinguishes  the  Mormons  in  this 
regard,  however,  is  that  they  abstain  from 
tobacco. 

Incidentally,  when  it  is  asserted  that  it 
s  the  abstaining  from  the  use  of  tobacco 
rather  than  the  belief  that  tobacco  is  in- 
jiu'ious  that  makes  the  Mormons  peculiar, 
it  is  not  implied  that  this  is  actually 
llabitu^d  with  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Church.  There  still  are  many  among  us, 
of  course,  who  have  not  yet  allowed  Mor- 
mon'sm  to  influence  the  pattern  of  their 
daily  lives  to  that  degree. 

The  same  could  be  said  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  alcohol.  One  does  not  need  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  revelation  known 
among  the  Latter-day  Saints  as  the  "  Word 
of  "Wisdom  "  to  know  that  beverages  of 
alcoholic  content  are  detrimental  physically 
and  mentally.  Our  universal  free  educa- 
tion has  made  this  cornmon  knowledge  long 
ago.  But  no  amount  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  use  of  tobacco  or  the  use  of 
alcohol  is  of  any  real  benefit  until  this 
knowledge  is  translated  into  action. 

Here  again  the  Mormon  conduct  seems 
peculiar  when  compared  with  the  practice 
of  millions :  the  Latter-day  Saint  abstains 
consistently.  And  he  refrains  from  drink- 
ing, even  more  popularly  used  beverages, 
such  as  coffee  and  tea.  In  fact,  the  Mor- 
mon who  is  thoi'oughly  converted  not  only 
abstains  from  certain  items  of  food  or  drink 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  "  Word  of 
Wisdom,"  but  he  adds  to  this  list  any  new 
beverage  detrimental  in  one  way  or  another, 
which  may  appear  on  the  market,  because 
he  does  not  want  to  become  habituated  to 
its  use. 

(Contiiniecl   on   page   160.) 
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Chaplain  Urges  *AII  Out'  In  Waging 

Personal  War 


{The  fuUowing  is  condensed  from  a  ser- 
mon delivered  by  Chaplain  Eldin  Ricks  in 
a  Siuiday  service  aboard  ship  as  a  part 
of  the  American  forces  were  being  con- 
voyed to  North  Africa.  The  full  text  of 
the  address  ivas  part  of  a  report  soit  to 
Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown,  co-ordinator  of 
L.D.S.  Servicemen.) 


THIS  is  an  inspiring  occasion.  -  We  are 
assembled,  over  a  thousand  strong, 
for  services  this  morning  in  a  setting  and 
under  circumstances  that  none  of  us  will 
ever  forget.  We  have  been  on  the  high 
seas  for  over  a  week  and  have  looked  upon 
a  good  deal  of  ocean.  As  far  as  we  can 
see  on  every  side  there  are  destroyers, 
battleships,  transports  forming  an  im- 
pressive armada.  It  gives  us  the  feeling 
that  we  are  part  of  soine  history -making 
enterprise. 

Last  night  we  all  listened  with  intense 
interest  to  the  captain's  announcement  over 
the  ship's  speaker  system,  "  There  is  no 
great  cause  for  alarm,  but  we  are  in  dan- 
gerous waters.  Enemy  submarines  are 
very  active  in  this  vicinity.  Let  there  be 
no  lights  showing  at  night  and  no  un- 
necessary noise  at  any  time."  The  con- 
stant  vigil  of  the  gun  crews,  the  planes 
circling  overhead,  the  destroyers  zig-zagging 
back  and  forth  supplied  with  depth  charges, 
the  silent  movement  of  the  convoy  at  night 
enshrouded   in   a   total  blackout — all  these 


emphasize  the  grim  reality  of  his  rem.irks. 
Now  we  have  departed  from  our  home- 
land and  sailed  into  enemy  waters  to  fight 
two  wars;  two  wars,  not  just  one.  The 
first  is  international,  a  war  for  the  right 
to  choose  for  ourselves  the  extent  and 
nature  of  the  progress  we  shall  make,  a 
war  for  the  right  to  make  our  own  mistakes 
This  freedom  to  choose  we  call  democracy. 
It  is  also  a  war  for  the  right  of  mankind 
to  start  over  again  and  build  for  itself  a 
civilization  of   a   higher   quality.  These 

aims  we  are  seeking  in  opposition  to  the 
designs  of  a  certain  clique  of  leaders  who 
would  impose  upon  us  and  the  greater  part 
of  mankind  a  programme  which  would  be 
a  reversion  to  the  past,  a  virtual  feudal 
society  with  a  handful  of  overlords  and  all 
the  attendant  evils  of  a  caste  system. 

/  said,  that  ive  are  in  ene7ny  waters  in 
more  than  one  respect,  that  we  have  gone 
from  America  to  fight  tivo  tvars,  not  just 
one.  Some  of  you  arc  asking  what  the 
second  war  is.  The  question  is  a  perti- 
nent  one,  because  it  is  actually  more  im- 
portant than  the  first,  and  the  issues  are 
more   clouded.  It   is   a  war  in  ivhich 

each  of  us  is  the  enemy  and  the  ally, 
the  villain  and  the  hero,  the  slave  and 
the  king.  It  is  the  age  old  struggle  of 
man  with  himself.  So  important  is  it 
that  if  we  lose  it  we  shall  he  the  van- 
quished even  though  we  dictate  the  terms 
of  peace  in  the  international  field.    "  For 
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iclidt    Is   (I    iiiiiii    nrofifcd    if   lie    xIkiII    (jam 

I  he  icliolc  ii'Drlil,  inn}  lose  liis  oirii  .so///?' 

Or  wliat  nIuiII  </   nnoi  give  in  cxcliaiKjc  for 

lii.s  so?//'.'"  On    the   other  hand,  if  ivc 

lo.^c   thr  iiuir  of  (jiiiis  and  win    Ihr   irar  of 

indiiiidiiiil  integrity,    individual    inuralitij, 

individual  lioncsty  irc  fihalJ  Jiavc  won  th< 

greater   vietorij,    for    it    is    a    eop.qiiest    in 

values  that  endure  and  in  prineiples  that 

are  eternal.        Wisely  Jesus  saiil,    "  And 

fear   )iot    them    whieli    hill    the    bndij.    bill 

are   not  able   to  hill   the  soul:    but   rather 

fear   Jiini    udiich    is    able    to   destroy    botJi 

soul  and  body  in   hell/' 

Most  of  us  are  farther  away   from   huiiie 

tlian  we  over  have  been  before.       All  of  us 

are  in  the  midst  of  a  new  experience.    With 

home    and    loved    ones    far    away    and    the 

prospect  of   not   returning    (a    prospect,    by 

the  way,  more  imagined  than  real)  there  is 

the   temptation    to  relax   our   standards    of 

morality  and  right  living.         Thomas  Car- 

lyle    saw   the    issues    in    their    proper   light 

when  he  said:    "  What  we  need  is  not  the 

courage  to  die  nobly  but  to  live  manfully." 

The  Apostle  Paul   was   thinking  along   the 

same   lines   when    he  hurled    this    dynamic 

warning : 

"Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked: 
for  whatsoever  a  man  soiveth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.       For  fie  that  sowetJr  to  his 
flesJi  shall  of  the  flesli    reap   corruption; 
but  he  that  soivetfi  to  tJio  Spirit  shall  of 
tlie   Spirit  reap   life   everlasting." 
And  Paul  knew,  too.       He  knew  that  the 
universe   is  governed   by   law.        He   knew 
tliat  there  is  no  escape  for  the  consequences 
of  our  acts,  because  we  are  eternal  in  our 
nature.        He  knew    that    death    comes    to 
all  once — does  it  matter  after  all  when? — 
but    that    personality    persists   beyond    the 
grave.       He  also  knew  that  when  we  reach 
the  other  side  of  the  doorway  called  death 
we  shall  be  precisely  what  we  were  before 
we  stepped  across  the  threshold,   the  com- 
posite of  good  and  evil  traits,  the  habits  of 
obedience    and    disobedience   that  comprise 
our  character. 

"  We    come    to  this   ivorld  of   toil   and 

care, 
We   go  from   tliis    world   we  know   not 

where — 
But  if  ive're  thorouglibrcds  here, 
We'll  he  thoroughbreds  there." 


This  is  all  rather  serious  talk,  this  busi- 
ness of  discussing  death  on  a  convoy  in 
enemy  waters.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
law  of  averages  is  in  our  favour  that  wo 
shall  not  die  but  will  return  home  after  a 
while.  The;  vast  majority  of  those  who 

went  abroad  in  the  last  war  returned  home, 
and  we  can  pretty  safely  assume  that  the 
great  majority  of  men  in  this  one  also  will. 

Personal  War. 

Here  again,  though,  we  are  involved 
with  this  problem  of  a  personal  war.  The 
way  we  fight  determines  what  we  shall 
take  back  to  our  wives  and  sweethearts,  our 
homes  and  our  communities;  and  when  we 
ccnisidei'  that  untold  millions  will  someday 
go  back,  it  becomes  apparent  that  this  is  a 
factor  of  such  magnitude  that  it  is  going 
to  influence  greatly  the  nature  and  quality 
of  the  peace  that  lies   ahead.  Will   we 

return  with  a  broader  concept  of  life, 
greater  tolerance  for  our  fellow  men,  a 
greater  desire  to  serve  ?  Or  will  we  return 
witli  a  heart  filled  with  hate,  our  outlook 
on  life  dwarfed  and  distorted,  and,  like  all 
too  many  of  the  veterans  of  the  wars  of 
yesteryears,  resolved  to  get  ours  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  common  good?  These  are 
vital  questions.  Again,  will  we  return 
with  a  healthy  mind  and  high  morals?  Or 
will  we  possess  bodies  and  minds  weakened 
through  indulgence,  moral  lepers-at-large  in 
the  communities  that  await  our  return? 

/  am  well  aware  of  a  widely  prevalent 
notion  that  sex  gratification  is  a  carnal 
necessity;  that  it  is  natural  and  normal 
and   essential  to  good   health.  Let  us 

beware  of  tJie  doctrine  :  it  is  of  the  devil. 
Single  men,  beicare  of  it.  Married  men, 
let  neither  this  nor  any  other  rationaliza- 
tion lead  you  to  seek  justification  iyi  acts 
of  infidelity. 

It  is  important  above  all  that  to-morrow's 
world,  the  world  of  our  sons  and  sons'  sons, 
shall  be  better  than  the  one  we  know.  It 
can  only  be  if  we  pass  on  to  them  a  heri- 
tage that  is  unblemished.  W^hat  will  a 
military  victory  mean  to  us,  even  though 
it  should  be  followed  by  a  marvel  of  politi- 
cal organization  that  will  outmode  war — if 
to-morrow's  generation  is  just  as  vicious, 
just  as  immoral,  just  as  short-sighted  as  we 
(Continued  on  page  162.) 
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EVIDENCES    AND 
RECONCILIATIONS 


Ixxvii.     ARE  THERE  GUARDIAN  ANGELS? 


THEliE  ure  hosts  of  personages  in  the 
unseen  world.  Among  these,  man} 
are  used  by  the  Lord  as  messengers  to 
accomphsh  his  purposes.  This  doctrine  is 
substantiated  by  numerous  statements  in 
the  standard  church  works  and  in  sermons 
by  church  leaders : 
Brigham  Young  said  : 

The  Lord  is  here  with  uh,  nut  in  person, 
but  his  angles  are  around  us.  .  .  .  He  is 
here  ready  by  his  agents,  the  angels,  and 
by  the  jioircr  of  His  Holy  Spirit  a)id 
Priesthood.  .  .  There  is  vutcJi  in  mij 
presenee  besides  those  who  sii  liere,  if 
we  had  eyes  to  see  the  lieavenly  beings 
that  are  in  our  prese)ice.  [Discourses, 
pp.  41,  42.) 
Joh'i  Taylor  confirmed  this  vitw. 

The  angels  that  have  gone  fortJi  at 
sundry  times  to  execute  the  decrees  of 
God,  fully  substantiate  this  fact:  Abra- 
ham, Hagar,  Jacob,  Balaam.  Joshua, 
Gideon,  together  with  tlie  enemies  of  the 
Lord  are  the  witnesses  who  kneiv  the 
poiver  and  offices  of  angels  on  earth. 

The  action  of  the  aiigels,  ur  messengers 
of  God,  upon  our  minds,  so  that  the  heart 
can  conceive  things  past,  present,  and  to 
come,  and  revelations  from-  the  eternal 
world  is,  among  a  ))iajority  of  mankind,  a 
greater  tnystery  than  all  the  secrets  of 
philosophy,  literature,  superstition,  and 
bigotry,  put  together.  Though  some  men 
try  to  deny  it,  and  some  try  to  explain 
away  the  meaning,  still  there  is  so  much 
testimony  in  the  Bible,  and  among  a 
respectable  portion  of  the  world,  that  one 
m,ight  as  well  tindcrtake  to  throw  the 
water  out  of  this  world  into  the  moon 
with  a  teaspoon,  as  to  do  away  with  the 
supervision  of  angels  upon  the  human 
mind.  .  .   . 

But,  ivithout  going  into  a  particular 
detail  of  the  offices  and  duties  of  the 
different  grades  of  angels,  let  us  close  by 


saying  that  angels  gather  the  elect,  and 
pluck  out  all  that  offends.  They  are  the 
police  of  heaven  and  report  whatever 
transpires  on  earth,  and  carry  the  peti- 
tions and  supplications  of  men,  women 
and  children,  to  the  m.ansions  of 
remembrance.  .  .  .  (The  Gospel  King- 
dom, p.  31.) 

There  are  at  least  three  classes  of  angels  : 
spirits  who  have  not  yet  attained  to  the 
earth  estate,  and  do  not  possess  celestialized 
earthly  bodies ;  personages  who  have  lived 
on  earth,  but  have  not  yet  been  resurrected; 
and,  those  who  have  gone  through  the  earth 
experience  and  .have  been  resurrected. 
Occasionally,  also,  holy  men,  yet  living,  are 
spoken  of  in  the  scriptures,  as  angels. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  angels  who 
come  on  earth  for  any  purpose  whatsoever 
are  beings  who  have  lived  on  it.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
who  said,  "  There  are  no  angels  who  minis- 
ter to  this  earth  but  those  who  do  belong 
or  have  belonged  to  it."  (D.  and  C. 
130:5.) 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  said  ; 

Therefore,  when  messengers  are  sent 
to  minister  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
earth,  they  are  not  strangers,  but  from 
the  ranks  of  our  kindred,  friends,  and 
fellow-beings,  and  fellow-servants.  The 
ancient  prophets  ivho  died  were  those  who 
came  to  visit  their  fellow  creatures  upon 
the  earth.  They  came  to  Abraham,  to 
Isaac,  and  to  Jacob;  it  was  stich  beings 
— holy  beings  if  you  please — who  waited 
upon  the  Saviour  and  administered  to 
him  on  the  Mount.  The  angel  that  visited 
John  when  an  exile,  .  .  .  was  one  who 
had  been  here,  who  had  toiled,  and 
suffered  iyi  common  with  the  people  of 
God;  for  you  reynember  that  John  .  .  . 
was  about  to  fall  doivn  and  tvorship  him, 
but  was  peremptorily  forbidden  to  do  so. 
See  thou  do  it  not :  for  I  am  thy  fellow- 
servant,    and    of   thy    brethren    the    pro- 
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phets.   ..."  {Hcv.  22:9.)     (C/O.s/n/  Doc- 
trine, pp.  435,  43(1.) 

Pi'esident  Joseph  F.  Smith  suggested  that 
it  is  i){)ssible  that  our  departed  loved  ones 
inuy  be  sent  to  lielp  us  who  yet  live  on 
earth. 

()i(r     I'athcr.s     (Did     mothers,     brothers, 
sisters  and  friends  wtio  have  passed  away 
from  tJiis  earth,  having  been  faithful,  and 
wortlty   to    ciijoij    these    rigJits   and   privi- 
leges,  nuiji  hare  a  )nissi()n  given   tJie))i   to 
visit  their  friends  and  relatives   upon   the 
earth    again,     bringing    from     the    divine 
presenee  messages  of  love,  of  warning,  oj 
reproof    or    instruction,     to    tliose    whom. 
they    had    learned    to    love    in    the    flesh. 
(Gospel  Doctrine,   p.  4o().) 
The  purposes  of  angelic  visitoi-s  are  many. 
An  angel  was  set  to  guard  the  way  of  the 
tree  of  life  (Gen.  8  :24) ;  to  remonstrate  with 
Balaam  (Num.  22:22-27);  to  announce  the 
birth  of  Samson   (Judges   18);  of  John  the 
Baptist     (Luke     1:11-20);     and     of     Jesus 
(Matt.   1:20-21);  to  warn  Joseph  to  escape 
with    Jesus    into    Egypt    (Matt.    2:13);    to 
teach  F'eter  the   universality  of  the   gospel 
(Acts  10:3).       Angels  were  means  of  revela- 
tion in  ancient  days.       They  guided  Nephi 
and  other  Book  of  Mormon  charactei's.     In 
our  day  Moroni  visited  Joseph  Smith  ;   and 
he    had    other    angelic    visitors,     who    in- 
structed him  in  the  gospel  and  in  his  work. 
It    would    appear    also    from    numerous 
statements  that  angels  have  often  been  sent 
out  to  execute  judgments  upon  the  wicked. 
David  sang,  "  Let  them  be  as  chaff  before 
the   wind :    and   let   the   angel  of   the   Lord 
chase  them.       Let  their  way  be  dark  and 
slippery  :  and  let  the  angel  of  the  Lord  per- 
secute them."    (Psalms  35:5.    6.)      Angels 
were  sent  to  destroy  Sodom  (Gen.  19:1-25); 
and  to  smite  the  Assyrians  (II  Kings  19:35). 
The  Saviour  himself  said,  "  The  Son  of  man 
shall  send  forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall 
gather  out  of  his  kingdom   all   things  that 
offend,     and     them     which     do     iniquity." 
(Matt.  13:41.) 

However,  the  main  service  of  angels  on 
earth  is  clearly  to  be  helpers  to  humankind. 
They  are  watchmen,  protecting  and  minis- 
tering to  us  in  hours  of  need.  John 
Taylor  says,  "  The  angels  are  our  w-atoh- 
men.  for  Satan  said  to  Jesus:  "  He  shall 
give  his  angels  charge  concerning  thee  :  and 


in  their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee  up,  lest 
at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a 
stone."  (Matt.  4:0)  It  would  seem  from 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  scriptures,  that  the 
angels,  while  God  has  Saints  upon  the 
eartii,  stay  in  this  lower  world  to  ward  off 
evil."  i'J'he  Gospel  Kingdom,  p.  31.)  The 
scriptures  are  replete  with  evidence,  that 
these  heavenly  visitors  are  ministering 
angels  for  the  righteous.  Thus  an  angel 
brought  courage  to  Hagar  (Gen.  16:7);  food 
to  Elijah  (I  Kings  19  : 5-8) ;  protected  Daniel 
against  the  lions  (Dan.  6:22);  and  secured 
the  I'elease  of  Peter  from  prison.  (Acts 
12:17.) 

Undoubtedly  angels  often  guard  us  from 
accidents  and  harm,  from  temptation  and 
sin.  They  may  properly  be  spoken  of  as 
guardian  angels.  Many  people  have  borne 
and  may  bear  testimony  to  the  guidance 
and  protection  that  they  have  received  from 
sources  beyond  their  natural  vision.  With- 
out the  help  that  we  receive  from  the  con- 
stant presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  from 
possible  holy  angels,  the  difficulties  of  life 
would  be  greatly  multiplied. 

The  common  belief,  however,  that  to 
every  person  born  into  the  world  is  assigned 
a  guardian  angel  to  be  with  that  person  con- 
stantly, is  not  supported  by  available  evi- 
dence. It  is  a  very  comforting  thought,  but 
at  present  without  proof  of  its  correctness. 
An  angel  may  be  a  guardian  angel  though 
he  come  only  as  assigned  to  give  us  special 
help.  In  fact,  the  constant  presence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  seem  to  make  such 
a  constant,  angelic  companionship  un- 
necessary. 

So,  until  further  knowledge  is  obtained, 
we  may  say  that  angels  may  be  sent  to 
guard  us  according  to  our  need :  but  we 
cannot  say  with  certainty  that  there  is  a 
special  guardian  angel,  to  be  with  every 
person  constantly. 

(See  also,  "  What  Is  An  Angel?  "  The 
Improvemejit  Era,  Vol.  46,  p.  97  (February, 
1943) ;  also  in  Evidences  and  Reconcilia- 
tions, p.  90.)— J.A.W. 


I  do  try  to  feel  another's  pain,  and  to  aid 
all  that  I  can  to  lessen  it,  and  I  pray  to  God 
that  my  feelings  in  this  particular  may  never 
change. 

— Heber  J.  Grant. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

November,    1944 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Thy  sacrifice,  0  Saviour,  dear, 
And  death  on  Calvary, 
Hath  given  me   salvation's  cheer. 
And  I  remember  Thee. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Not  everyone  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord, 
Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven,     (Matt.   7:21.) 

GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

Wherefore  I  give  you  to  understand,  that 
no  man  speaking  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
calleth  Jesus  accursed :  and  that  no  man 
can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.     (I  Cor.  12:3.) 

SENIORS. 

We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and 
Ordinances  of  the  Gospel  are  :  (1)  Faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  (2)  Repentance ; 
(3)  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  (4)  Laying  on  of  hands  for  the  Gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. — Joseph  Smith. 

JUNIORS. 

But  I  say  unto  you  which  hear,  Love 
your  enemies,  do  good  to  them  which  hate 
you.  Bless  them  that  curse  you,  and  pray 
for  them  which  despitefullv  use  vou. 

(Luke  (3:27,  28.) 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile 
you,  and  persecute  you,  and  shall  say  all 
manner  of  evil  against  vou  falselv,  for  my 
sake.     (Matt.  5:11.)        " 

PRIMARY. 

Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect. 

(Matt.  5:48.) 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Happiness  is  to  do  and  say 

The  kindest  thing  in  the  kindest  wav. 


Branch  Teachers'  Message, 
November,  1944 

CHILDREN  AND  THE  SACRAMENT 
MEETING 

In  many  instances  it  is  felt  that  the 
sacrament  meeting  is  intended  for  the  adult 
membership  of  the  Church  only.  In  other 
instances,  parents  wonder  whether  it  is  not 
best  to  leave  the  children  at  home  for  fear 
of  disturbances  during  the  sacrament  hour. 
'J'hey  wonder  how  old  children  should  be 
before  thuy  are  trained  to  attend  this  im- 
portant meeting  of  the  Churcii. 

Solomon  suggested  we  '"  Train  up  a  child 
in  the  way  he  should  go  :  and  when  he  is 
old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  (Proverbs 
22:6.)  To  defer  this  training,  as  it  relates 
to  the  sacrament  meeting,  until  our  sons 
and  daughters  have  become  somewhat  fixed 
in  tlieir  habits  and  attitudes  is  much  too 
late  for  the  beginning  of  the  training  period. 

If,  during  the  most  tender  and  im- 
pressionable years  of  life,  they  gather  the 
idea  they  are  too  young  to  attend  sacra- 
ment meeting,  it  is  most  likely  this  im- 
])ression  will  influence  their  attitude  toward 
this  sacred  service  for  the  remainder  of  life. 

Would  Jesus  ever  have  suggested  that 
children  be  left  at  home  during  the  meet- 
ing the  Lord  has  commanded  that  we 
attend?    (D.  and  C.  59:9.) 

It  is  possible  that  many  parents  to-day 
are  indifferent  toward  the  sacrament  meet- 
ing because  of  the  impressions  received  and 
habits  formed  during  childhood  regarding 
this  service. 

Successful  Latter-day  Saint  families  arc 
those  where  fathers  and  mothers  take  their 
children  M'ith  them  and  carefully  teach 
them  the  true  significance  of  the  sacrament 
meeting  and  all  other  Church  responsibili- 
ties. We  should  do  more  teaching  by 
example. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  attend  sacrament 
meeting.  Our  attendance  should  never  be 
based  upon  the  popularity  of  the  speaker. 
Our  desire  to  draw  near  the  Lord,  renew 
our  covenants  with  Him,  and  demonstrate 
our  loyalty  and  devotion  to  His  command- 
ments should  be  our  motive  in  attending 
this  sacred  service. 
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A   Peculiar  People — From  page  lo4. 

KecenUy  aguin  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  has  received  much 
favourable  publicity  through  newspapers 
and  magazines.  And  why  was  it  singled 
out  Ihis  time".'  J3ecause  it  organized  what 
has      become      generally      known      as      the 

Church  Welfare  Plan."  And  what  is  this 
plan?  It  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
putting  into  practice  of  principles  which  all 
Christians  everywhere  have  always  pro- 
fessed to  believe,  namely,  that  we  are,  and 
should  try  in  fact  to  be,  our  brother's 
keeper.  Thus  we  see  that  again  in  this 

case  it  was  not  the  mere  belief  in,  or  the 
acquiescence  to,  a  bit  of  doctrine  which 
added  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  Mormon 
pattern.  It  was  rather  the  determination 
to  translate  a  belief  into  action,  this  time 
the  actual  taking  men  and  women  from 
government  relief  rolls  and  rehabilitating 
them  economically,  that  called  attention  to 
the  Mormon  pattern. 

Nor  must  we  suppose  that  the  Latter-day 
Saints  are  the  first  who  realized  that  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  lived  before 
its  blessings  can  be  received  fully.  Through 
New  Testament  writing  we  learn  that  the 
Saints  of  former  days  were  encouraged  to 
do  this  very  thing,  much  as  we  are  advised 
to  do  to-day.  In  the  epistle  to  Titus,  for 
instance,  we  can  still  read  the  practical 
directions  sent  to  the  churches  of  that 
earlier  period,  showing  them  how  to  re- 
adjust their  high  hopes  of  Jesus'  return  and 
what  to  do,  not  merely  believe,  in  order  to 
establish  and  perpetuate  His  work.  In 
these  Pauline  instructions  we  see  the 
Church  applying  its  earlier  lofty  enthusiasm 
to  the  common  life  of  every  day. 

"  For  the  grace  of  God  that  bringeth 
salvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men. 

"  Teaching  us  that,  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  this  present 
w^orld, 

"  Looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 

"  Who  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purify  unto  himself  a  peculi.ir  people,  zeal- 
ous of  good  works."    (Titus  2:11-14.) 

Note    particularly    the   last   verse  of   this 


(juotation :  "  that  he  might  .  .  .  purify 
unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works." 

From  the  reading  of  the  entire  epistle  to 
Titus  it  becomes  even  more  evident  that  its 
writer  was  also  possessed  of  the  idea  that 
the  Saints  of  his  day  were  to  become  a 
peculiar  people,  who  would  not  merely  hold 
to  certain  tenets,  however,  new  or  strange 
they  may  have  seemed  at  the  time,  but  who 
would  live  according  to  a  godly  pattern,  and 
distinguish  themselves  by  their  zeal  for 
good  works. 

It  seems  fitting  and  practical  advice  to 
our  brethren  of  earlier  days  to  live  the  good 
life  in  their  present  world,  for  their  days 
must  have  offered  many  problems  akin  to 
those  of  our  own  days.  Unquestionably  it 
is  the  proper  advice  to  us  of  this  modern 
generation,  and  even  now  perhaps  more 
urgently  needed. 

From  the  mouth  of  our  Saviour  Himself 
we  have  not  failed  to  receive  time  after 
time  the  injunction  to  reshape  our  conduct 
and  actions,  and  to  make  our  lives  conform 
to  the  teachings  we  have  received  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Gospel.  How- 
familiar  is  His  statement,  "  If  ye  love  me 
keep  my  commandments."  (John  14:15.) 
Showing  us  how  we  might  become  His 
friends.  He  said,  "  Ye  are  my  friends,  if 
ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you."  (John 
15:14.)  And  again,  emphasizing  the  need 
of  turning  our  beliefs  into  the  living  of  the 
divine  commandments,  His  words  as  re- 
corded in  Matthew  are :  ' '  For  whosoever 
shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister, 
and  mother."    (Matthew  12:50.) 

And  the  teachings  of  the  leaders  of 
modern  Israel  have  been  based  upon  the 
same  religious  philosophy,  of  which  an  out- 
standing example  was  given,  when  Presi- 
dent Heber  J.  Grant,  speaking  directly  to 
us  of  this  modern  generation,  said:  "There 
is  but  one  path  of  safety  to  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  that  is  the  path  of  duty.  It  is 
not  a  testimony,  it  is  not  a  marvellous 
manifestation,  it  is  not  knowing  that  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  true,  that  it  is  a 
plan  of  salvation — it  is  not  actually  know- 
ing that  the  Saviour  is  the  Eedeemer,  and 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  His  prophet  that 
(Continued  on  page  162.) 
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DISTRICT   HIGHLIGHTS 


During  the  past  month  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  have  been  visiting  in  the 
Transvaal  and  Natal  j^istricts.  Very 
successful  and  spiritual  meetings  were  held 
at  Krugersdorp,  North-Westeni  Districts, 
Springs,  Pretoria,  and  Liahona.  Socials 
were  sponsored  in  their  honour  in  Springs, 
Liahona,  and  Hamah  M.I. A.  All  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed. 

Transvaal  District  Conference  was  held 
at  Rarnali  on  Sunday,  22nd  of  October. 
Four  successful  meetings  were  held  and 
much  spiritual  food  given.  At  a  Baptis- 
mal Service  in  the  afternoon  the  follow- 
ing became  members  of  the  Church : 
Maria  Magdaiena  Brummer,  Janet  Geneve 
Brummer,  Simon  Johan  Brummer,  Johan- 
nes Edward  Volschenk,  all  of  North- 
western Branch ;  Marion  Ariel  Smith  and 
John  James  Brummer,  of  Liahona ;  Martha 
Maria  Potgieter,  of  Ramah ;  and  Nona 
Jeannie  Florence  Duprink,  Cynthia  Helen 
Kukard,  of  Pretoria  Branch.  The  follow- 
ing children  were  blessed :  Gloria  June 
Brown,  of  Liahona;  Wendy  Grace  Moore 
and  Derek  Vesaker  Moore,  of  Eamah ;  and 
Eric  Oswald  Kukard,  Esme  Margaret  Ir.i 
Kukard,  Thelma  Ira  Maple, and  Alva  Sheila 
Maple,  of  P'retoria.  Bro.  Johan  Francis 
Stemmet,  of  Springs,  was  ordained  a  Priest 
by  President  June  B.  Sharp  during  the 
Priesthood,  Relief  Society  Meeting. 

Liahona  Brayich. — President  Ariel  T. 
Smith  held  Sunday  School  in  the  Kenil- 
worth  Hall  and  Evening  Service  at  20, 
Petunia  Street,  Rosettenville.  Mr.  and 
Sister  Elizabeth  Botha  are  spending  a  holi- 
day in  Zastron.  Sister  Daphne  Vice  re- 
turned from  vacationing  in  Parys  just  in 
time  for  conference.  Brother  Don  Vice 
has  been  discharged  from  hospital  at  Wyn- 
berg  and  has  joined  his  mother  in  Johan- 
nesburg. He  expects  to  be  discharged 
from  the  Navy  shortly,  We  are  glad  to 
have  him  in  our  midst  again.  A  fine  babe 
was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister  A.  G. 
Brummer  on  the  1st  of  September  and  was 
blessed  in  Liahona  on  the  8th  of  October  by 
Brother  L.  G.  Muir. 

'North -We stern  Branch. — President  Wm. 
H.  Brummer.     Brother  Stephen  Brummer 


is  still  ailing  with  heart  trouble  but  shows 
good  improvement. 

Pretoria  Branch. — President  Brother  Carl 
Kunitz  held  meetings  at  Trysa  Buildings, 
Andrus  Street,  at  10.15  a.m.  and  7.15  p.m. 
A  lovely  daughter  to  be  named  Thelma 
arrived  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Maple  on  the  5th  of  August.  Our  good 

friend,  Mrs.  Lewis,  has  returned  to  Pre- 
toria from  Standerton  owing  to  illness.  Our 
prayers  ancf  best   wishes   are   with  her. 

Hjiringa  Branch. — President  I.  C.  Louw 
held  meetings  at  7,  9th  Street,  at  10. lo 
a.m.  and  7.15  p.m.  Little  iJertram  Phillips 
received  a  bad  shock  when  he  was  struck 
by  lightning  returning  home  from  a.  social 
held  in  honour  of  President  and  Sister 
Sharp,   but  he  is  improving  rapidly. 

Ramah. — Babes  came  to  the  homes  of 
Mr.  and  Sister  S.  de  Villiers  on  the  21st  of 
October,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  on  the 
2nd  of  October,  Lieut,  and  Sister  O.  Keith 
Muir  on  the  16th  of  October.  Mr.  and 
Sister  Marie  Copeland's  two  children  were 
blessed  at  Ramah  on  the  16th  of  last  July 
and  were  given  the  names  of  Cecilia 
Marcella  and  Kenneth  Geoffrey  Ivor. 
Calvon  Donly  is  improving  fine  after  severe 
illness.  We  are  glad  to  have  Brother  Tex 
Smith  with  us  again  after  a  long  spell  in 
Cottesloe  Military  Hospital.  Brother  Evan 
Wright  left  us  for  Durban  en  route  for 
America,  16th  of  October.  Mr.  and  Sister 
Kelly  are  holidaying  in  East  London  at  the 
present. 

Krugersdorp. — The  Sunday  School  has 
had  to  move  from  the  home  where  meet- 
ings were  held  and  until  suitable  premises 
can  be  found,  they  are  meeting  at  Sister 
E.  Kewney's  flat  at  89,  Pi-emice  Street, 
District  Township.  All   are   invited   and 

welcome.  Sister  Theo.  Cherrett  is  now 
holidaying  in  White  River  prior  to  her 
departure  for  the  Cape.  Your  gain,  our 

loss. 

Cumorah  members  received  an  extreniely 
pleasant  surprise  recently  when  Brother 
Capt.  Dan  Cherrett  dropped  in.  Nice  to 
see  you  again.  Dan.  Brother  Arthin- 
Gilberson  has  been  confined  to  bed  for 
several  weeks  now.       He  is  on  the  upward 
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grade  now  and  uc  all  hope  to  see  him  li;iei< 
with  us  again  soon.  We  regret  t(j  annoiniL-e 
the  death  of  Sister  Hettie  Portei'  who 
passed  a\\;iy  reei'iitly  at  Mahnesbury.  Slie 
was  one  of  our  oldest  and  f;ii(hrul  nicni'oers. 
Brother  Flvan  Wright  speiil  his  lirst  day 
ashdii.'  ill  (';i|H'  'I'own  as  the  guest  (jf  tlie 
taxpayers  in  the  Immigrant  Detention 
House.  It  sems  he  was  mistaken  for  a 
wild  and  unruly  merchant  marine,  and 
received  a  special  invitation  to  stay  as  long 
as  the   ship  was   here.  He  maruiged   to 

"  escape  "  after  a  short  visit.  We  wish 
him  a  very  pleasant  journey  home  and  are 
looking   forward  to   seeing   him    again    soon. 

Chaplain  Urges  "All  Out"   In  Waging  Personal 

War. — From  page  156. 
have  been?       If  the  world  fails  to  go  for- 
ward  on   the    personal    front,    in    the   final 
analysis,  it  fails  to  go  forward  at  all.     The 
future  lies  upon  us  heavily. 

In  Enemy  Waters. 
Do  not  worry  about  what  to-night  or  to- 
morrow may  bring  or  the  day  after  that. 
Let  us  do  our  job  as  well  as  we  can 
and  live  our  life  every  day  the  best  we 
know  how.  Let  us  lie  down  at  night  with 
a  conscience  clear  of  stain  and  arise  each 
morning  in  the  likeness  of  the  resurrection. 
No  matter  what  comes,  then,  everything 
will  be  for  the  best. 

We  are  in  enemy  waters  to-day  m  both 
a  literal  ayid  figurative  sense.  We  are 
fighting  two  wars;  one  that  we  expect  to 
end  ivith  victory  on  the  battlefield,  on 
the  sea,  and  in  the  skies;  the  other,  a 
conflict  that  is  as  continuous  as  life  it- 
self. We  have  no  doubt  about  the  out- 
come of  the  form,er.  I  pray  God  that  we 
may  be  as  gloriously  certain  of  the 
finality  with  which  we  shall  ivin  the 
latter. 

COVER 

"Groot  Constantia,"  a  favourite  and  very 
interesting  tourist  attraction  of  the  Cape. 
This  famous  old  l^utch  home  contains  many 
very  valuable  old  pieces  of  early  South 
African  furniture  and  is  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  vineyards  of  this  country.  A 
beautiful  spot. 

Photograph  is  used  by  courtesy  of  the 
S.A.E.  and  H.  Fubhcity  Department. 


A   Peculiar  People. — From  pa^e  1(50. 
will  save  you  and  me;  but  it  is  the  keej^ing 
of   the    ccjmmandments   of   Ood,   living   the 
life  of  a  Latter-day  Saint."     (April  Confer- 
ence,   lOhO,  and  iriany  times  thereafter.) 

it  is  not  alv\ays  eas}  to  maintain  our 
ideals  in  a  practical  way.  It  seem.s 
infinitely  more  easy  to  become  "  like  the 
world,"  that  is,  to  follow  the  line  of  least 
resistance,  and  to  drift  with  the  stream. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  takes  real  strength 
of  character  to  stand  out  against  common 
and  accepted  pi'actice,  and  to  keep  our 
every-day  conduct  compatible  with  our 
ideals.  This  is  especially  true  when  our 
ideals  differ  radically  from  those  which 
form  the  basis  for  an  almost  universally 
accepted  social  pattern. 

At  times  we  hear  the  voices  of  well- 
meaning  individuals,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
Church,  who,  influenced  by  the  super- 
sophistication  of  our  age,  suggest  in  all 
earnestness  and  sincerity  that  we  give  up 
our  naive  practices  and  become  like  the 
world,  instead  of  merely  being  in  the  world. 
They  really  suggest  that  we  "  grow  up,"  so 
to  speak.  Obviously  these  individuals  do 
not  analyze  the  peculiarity  of  Mormonism 
in  the  way  we  have  done  in  this  article. 
Evidently  they  do  not  feel,  as  we  do,  that 
the  real  strength  of  Mormonism  does  not  lie 
in  the  holding  of  certain  beliefs  alone,  but 
lies  essentially  in  a  wholehearted  and  sin- 
cere determination  to  live  those  beliefs. 

Our  willingness  to  "  sluff  off  "  our 
peculiar  practices  wcjuld  not  be  a  mark  of 
maturity  or  of  "  growing  up,"  but  would 
constitute  an  unmistakable  sign  of  de- 
generation. By  and  large  we  Latter-day 
Saints  seem  to  have  an  inner  sense  that 
keeps  us  aware  of  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing in  the  way  we  have  chosen  to  go, 
and  of  keeping  our  lives  in  harmony  with 
the  teachings  we  have  espoused.  \Ve 
realize  that  it  takes  more  than  lip  service 
to  work  out  our  salvation  now  and  here- 
after. 


n   a 


Neither  business  nor  politics  brings  the 
happiness  that  one  and  all  experience  in 
labouring  for  the  good  of  their  fellows,  and 
in  trying  to  bring  souls  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth. 

— Heber  J.   Grant. 


Xovember,    li)44. 


CUMORAH'S   SOITHKRN    .MKSSKNCEH. 


K,i 


Atlantic  patrol  recently  tislied  up  a  milk 
l)ottie    with    message    sealed   inside.  Soaked, 

crumpled  piece  of  paper  contained   this   stirring 
message:  Two  quarts  milk,   no  cream. 

(Quote.) 

Exceeding  the  Speed   Limit. 

The  new  editor  cf  a  New  York  evening  paper 
was  speedmad.  He  was  driving  his  reporters 
to  distraction.  One  morning  a  reporter  dashed 
in  and  said — "  Three  lives  lost  in  street  acci- 
dent." "How  long  ago?"  asked  the  editor. 
"  Three  hours."  "  Too  late,"  snapped  the 
editor. 

A  second  reporter  came  in.  "  Big  fire — 20 
dead,"  he  said.  "  How  long  ago?  "  "  Two 
hours."  "  Too  late,"  snapped  the  editor. 
Then  the  first  reporter  came  in  a  second  -^ime. 
"  A  murder,"   he  shouted 

"  Where?  " 

"  Here." 

"  When?  " 

"Now!  " 

Bang ! 

Efficienrv  Magazine. 


A  newly  inducted  private  wrote  his  family 
some   few   days   after   he   had   arrived   at   camp. 

"  I've  gained  sixty  pounds  since  T  came  here 
— two  pounds  of  flesh  and  oS  i^ounds  of  equip- 
ment." 


(Quote.) 


Fifteen  men  on  the  Dead  Man's  Chest. 
Why    on    earth    don't    they    have    proper    bus 
queues  ? 

Dublin   Opinion. 


When  two  Beidin  friends  meet  for  their  lunch 

the  first  one  asks:  "  Well,  how  goes  the  war?  " 
His  pal  then  leans  close  and  says  behind  his 
hand:  "Ssshh!  Der  Fuehrer  knows  exactly. 
God  Almighty  is  trying  to  find  out.  And  it's 
none  of  your  business!  '' 

World  Review. 


One  of  the  favourites  in  most  Minne.-ota  con- 
versations of  the  Doctors  Mayo  is  about  the 
pompous  millionaire  who,  seeing  Dr.  Will  cross 
the  lobby,  bustled  up  to  ask  importantly,  "  Are 
you  the  head  doctor  here?  " 

"  No,"  replied  Dr.  Will  soberly.  "  My 
brother  is  the  head  doctor.  I'm  the  belly 
doctor." 

H.   B.   Clapesattle:    "  Tlie   Doctors  iNIayo.''^ 
□     a 

Never  marry  a  man  to  mend  liis  ways;  you 
mav  find  he  is  not  worth  a  darn. 


They  are  telling  the  one  about  the  rookie  who 
was  getting  his  first  taste  of  paratrooping. 
"  Now  when  you  jump,"  said  the  instructor, 
"  count  ten  and  then  pull  this  cord  to  open 
your  cute.  If  it  doesn't  open,  count  ten  again 
and  pull  this  one.  That  one  always  opens. 
No  matter  where  you  land  there  will  be  a  station 
wagon  to  pick  you  up  and  bring  you  back." 
And  so  they  pushed  him  out  of  the  plane  and 
he  pulled  the  first  cord,  but  it  didn't  work. 
He  counted  ten  again  and  pulled  the  other  cord, 
and  that  didn't  open.  As  he  lost  another  two 
thousand  feet,  the  rookie  groaned:  "I'll  bet 
that  station  wagon  won't  be  there,  either!  '' 
Q      B 

Many  a  bride  opening  the  fruit  she  canned 
last   summer   is  going   to   get  an   awful  jar. 

Kitchener  Record. 
D    n 

Matter  of  Opinion. 

"Aren't  those  chimes  melodiously  beautiful? 
,Snch  harmony.       So  enchanting!  '' 

"  You'll  have  to  speak  louder.  Those  con- 
founded bells  are  making  such  a  racket  I  can't 
hear   you." 

□     □ 

Non-resistance. 

He:  "Are  you  doing  anything  for  that  cold 
of  yours  ?  '' 

She:  "Oh,  yes.  I  sneeze  wlienever  it  wants 
me  to.'' 
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King  Benjamin's  Thanksgiving  Proclamation 

MY  Brethren,  all  ye  that  have  assembled  yourselves  together,  you  that  can  hear  my 
words  which  I  shall  speak  unto  you  this  day;  for  I  have  not  commanded  you 
to  come  up  hither  to  trifle  with  the  words  which  I  shall  speak,  but  that  you  should 
hearken  unto  me,  and  open  your  ears  that  ye  may  hear,  and  your  hearts  that  ye  may 
understand,  .  .  . 

Behold,  ye  have  called  me  your  king;  and  if  I,  whom  ye  call  your  king,  do  labour 
to  serve  you,   then  ought  not  ye  to  labour  to  serve  one  another? 

And  behold  also,  if  I,  whom  ye  call  your  king,  who  has  spent  his  days  in  your 
service,  and  yet  has  been  in  the  service  of  God,  do  merit  any  thanks  from  you,  O  how 
you  ought  to  thank  your  heavenly  King ! 

I  say  unto  you,  my  brethren,  that  if  you  should  render  all  the  thanks  and  praise 
which  your  whole  soul  has  power  to  possess,  to  that  God  who  has  created  you,  and 
has  kept  you  and  preserved  you,  and  has  caused  that  ye  should  rejoice,  and  has 
granted  that  ye  should  live  in  peace  one  with  another — 

I  say  unto  you  that  if  ye  should  serve  him  who  has  created  you  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  is  preserving  you  from  day  to  day,  by  lending  you  breath,  that  ye  may  live 
and  move  and  do  according  to  your  own  will,  and  even  supporting  you  from  one 
moment  to  another — I  say,  if  ye  should  serve  him  with  all  your  whole  souls  yet  ye 
would  be  unprofitable  servants. 

And  behold,  all  that  he  requires  of  you  is  to  keep  his  commandments ;  and  he  has 
promised  you  that  if  ye  would  keep  his  commandments  ye  should  prosper  in  the  land ; 
and  he  never  doth  vary  from  that  which  he  hath  said ;  therefore,  if  ye  do  keep  his 
commandments  he  doth  bless  you  and  prosper  you. 

And  now,  in  the  first  place,  he  hath  created  you,  and  granted  unto  you  your 
lives,  for  which  ye  are  indebted  unto  him. 

And  secondly,  he  doth  require  that  ye  should  do  as  he  hath  commanded  you;  for 
which  if  ye  do,  he  doth  immediately  bless  you;  and  therefore  he  hath  paid  you.  And 
ye  are  still  indebted  unto  him,  and  are,  and  will  be,  forever  and  ever;  therefore,  of 
what  have  ve  to  boast? — Book  of  Mormon,  Mosiah  2:9-25. 


The  Booli  of  Mormon  has  been  subjected  to  more  than  a  hundred  years  of  friendly 
and  unfriendly  research.  Its  position  is  stronger  and  more  favourable  to-day  than 
ever  before — tiyne  is  a  friend  of  truth. 
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